Ladles, Gentlemen and Dear Friends:

This 1is the happiest hour we have et known on this old
Hilltop- Glad memories of other days, 1on§ years of effort and
Planning now fulfilled, a high assurance of eplendid service for
;gzeizzil lifznof Florida and the southern States down distant

ons==these are the quickening and comforting thoughts
that 11ft our spirits as I speak to you this afterﬁ%an. Et last
this old Hill with its groves, flelds, pastures and surrounding
forest lands has become = Sanctuary--a wild 1life refuge and
exXperiment station for the farmers, fruit growers, stock ralsers,
poultrymen, and a centre for the culture and protectlon of the
forest--for all the people of the southland. I love to think of
this Hilltop as if 1t were a Lighthouse 11llumining the ways to
better seed and stock and methods that will brighten and enrich
countless human lives. Under the government of the whole people,
i1t 1s now committed forever to the service of every rural home.

Now 1s the dream of my boyhood for this noble Hilltop at last
fulfilled.

Alwaye I have sought beauty as well as use. Some of you
have been amused at my care for pine trees and live oazks and the
money and time spent on plante and flowers which brought no money
gain at all. And yet dear friends beauty has 1ts own high value,
for it 1ifts the splrit, quickens the heart and wldens the vislon
of the mind, thrilling the human spirit with the unspeakable glory
of the Everhamting QUEST. There is a food for the soul as well
as for the body-Yman does.%gt llve by bread alone-where there is no
vision the p eople perish."This old Hilltop should ever quicken
New Adventures of the spirit in the hearts of eager ¥outh.

Men come and go upon the scene of life. Much that seems
of vast importance passes leaving nsught behind. DBut the discoverles
of science, every improvement in seed and breed remelns an
imperishable heritage for sll future generations. The soll 1s mens
home, the forest is his ablding shelter and frlend. The strenghh
of democracy, the invknclble bulwark of liberty, justice and
independence has ever been the free farmer owning his own home,
1iving from the growth of the soil. To this high quest of science
in advancing knowledge and frultfulness in p rlmary production
that ever feed the 1ife of man, this old Hill is forever now commltted.

Some of you may have wondered at the name Sanctuary. The
old meaning of this word ie "a place of refuge" and as signifying
"Holy Ground". And 1s not thls old Hill now to be a haven of
refuge for all wild life end in belng devoted to the improvement
of rural living which is the foundatlon stone for a free people
does 1t not become indeed HOLY GROUND. I think of all who have
tolled and spruggled here, of the council fires of Semlnoles
before the first white settlers came, of all white folks and
colored folk young end old whose labor and love has been spent on
this old Hill. Before me rises vielons &®f the future and I see

eager hearted youth from the schools, hard nended farmers from




the fields finding here inspiration and demonstration of better
Seed and bm#sdr breed snd culture and I know 1t is HOLY GROUND.

- For the success of this Sanctuary the cooperation of the ]
community and the State and Federal power and departments is : .'
necessary. This cooperation has now happlly begun. It must be » |
contlnued. We need dally your friendly understanding help Friends
of this community. Pres lcent Tigert of the University .of Florida

~and Dean Newell and his assoclates in the State College of i

| Agriculture are interested and e1lpful friends of this work.

| Executives and eéxperts of the Federal Department of Agriculture,
ods, Knigh heets, Mohler, Tay d Y

heir helpfulness he]

+ Wallace in the Cabinet of
hink be coun gﬁf@r‘w cooperati
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